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June 2014 Newsletter 
 

General Meeting Times 

 

The next TENPS meeting will be held on Thursday June 19th 2014.  
Meetings are usually held at 7:30 pm on the third Thursday of each 
month at Marrara Christian College, on the corner of Amy Johnson 
Avenue and McMillans Road. The meeting is followed by a chance to 
meet with other members and access the TENPS reference Library 
over a cuppa. Bring your plants along to swap, sell or have 
identified. The guest speaker presentation commences around 8pm. 
All are welcome. 
 
Field trips are usually on the weekend following the Meeting, details 
provided in the newsletter or at the meeting.  
 

What’s in Flower?  
 

 

Stylidium aff. multiscapum photographed by Sarah Hirst 
near Talc Head, Cox Peninsula. 
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Upcoming TENPS Speakers  
 

June 19th:  Michael Braby – "Range expansion 
of an "invasive" butterfly in South-East Asia 
and Australia: a consequence of tropical 
deforestation or climate change?" 
Dr Michael Braby from the Flora and Fauna 
Division of the Department of Land Resource 
Management will provide an overview of 
characteristics of the Australian butterfly fauna 
and patterns of endemism along with the 
invasion and spread of the Tawny Coster 
butterfly in northern Australia.  The Tawny 
Coster has spread rapidly since it was first 
detected on the Australian mainland in April 
2012.   
Dr Braby is recognised internationally for his work 
on butterflies and is the author of the 2 volume 
CSIRO publication "Butterflies of Australia, their 
identification, biology and distribution". 
 

July 17th:  TBA – Plants for urban landscapes. 
 

August 21st:  TBA - Mangrove theme? 
 

September 18th: Greg Miles- plant conservation? 
   
October 16th: Sue McKinnon - Cycads at TWP 
 

November 20th: AGM 
 

 

2014 NT Volunteer Awards –  
Recognition for a TENPS Quiet Achiever. 

 
Russell Dempster is our “quiet achiever”.  He is 
currently our Vice-President; he grows and sells 
plants; he organises our meeting room, gets the 
hot water happening; he chairs meetings when 
necessary; he does all those back of house things 
which enable front of house to run smoothly, 
and I’m told, he has been providing this support 
and commitment for many years.  
 
As a measure of our thanks, TEMPS nominated 
Russell to receive a Certificate of Appreciation at 
the Chief Minister’s Volunteer Awards evening 
held on 12 May last at Parliament House.   
 
The evening was a huge success with the Chief 
Minister awarding medals to organisations and 
individuals from a variety of groups.  He then 
went on to award the Certificates of 
Appreciation to each person nominated by their 
group.  It was a wonderful opportunity for all 

sorts of organisations to acknowledge and thank 
their volunteers for the work they do. 
 
After the formalities and photographs, drinks 
and canapés resumed and a very pleasant 
evening was enjoyed by all.   
 

 
 

THANK YOU Russell – your contribution is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
A Sad Postscript:  Peter Mahony, who won the Chief Minister’s 
Medal for Volunteering Service, passed away suddenly the 
weekend following the awards.   
 

Article by Ingrid Nadjarian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TENPS Committee Meeting 
 

Committee meetings are held every second 
month and members are most welcome to 
attend.  The next committee meeting will be on 
Wednesday 6th August 2014 at 7.30 pm in the 
Nightcliff Electoral Office Community Room, 
Shop 5 Pavonia Way, Nightcliff.  
 

 

TENPS Field Trip & other events 
 

June: TBA 
 

July: Lyons streetscapes TBC 
 

August 2-4: TENPS field trip to Graveside 
Gorge, Kakadu (TBC) 
 

August 23-24: Open Garden and plant sale at 
Howard Springs.  
 

September 7: Threatened Species Day (TBC) 
 

October: Big Lap for Landcare: Calma Gardens 
 

November: TENPS Plant Sale at Coolalinga. 
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Deckchair Cinema Movie Night 
 

TENPS and Calma Gardens will be hosting a 
joint fundraiser evening at Deckchair Cinema 
screening Casablanca on September 11th.   
 
Put this date in your diary, tell your friends and 
family and come along, have fun and support 
your organisation…   
 

 
 

 

NT Field Naturalist Club Events 
 

Monthly Meetings are held at Charles Darwin 

University, in Blue Building 1, Room 1.54 
Business Faculty, usually on the second 
Wednesday of every month (except January), 
starting at 7:45 pm.  
 

Field Trips are a great way to explore the best of 
Darwin area's nature spots in the company of 
like-minded people. These are usually held on 
the Sunday following the monthly meeting and 
often related to the topic of this meeting. 
Additional outings are held from time to time, 
and everyone is welcome.  
 

 
 

May Field Trip Report –  
Field Day on the Howard  

 

The combined field trip by Greening Australia 
and TENPS on Saturday 24th May 2014 was a 
great success.  Around 50 people participated 
(below) from a wide range of backgrounds 
including local landholders, politicians, industry 
and government representatives, along with 
members of community groups.   
 

 
 

After a brief introduction by Emma Lupin from 
Greening Australia we went for a walk on the 
sand sheet and saw a good variety of Utricularia 

species and other showy flowers.  Yours truly 
spoke about the sand sheet habitat and some of 
the special plants.  Greg Leach gave us an 
abridged version of the characteristics of 
Eriocaulon.   
 

 
David George of Power and Water talking about geology 
and ground water in the shade at the Howard River. 

 

From the sand sheet we ventured to the shade of 
the riparian vegetation along the Howard River 
for morning tea provided by TENPS followed by 
talks from David George from Power and Water 
on local geology and groundwater, and Anne 
Grattidge who reported on her surveys of the 
Howard Toadlet.   
 

After a delicious lunch provided by Greening 
Australia we travelled around to Gunn Point 
Road and a rehabilitation trial at a Boral mine 
site at Scrubby Creek where Sean Bellairs from 
CDU described the experimental design and 
Tom Harris from the Extractive Industry 
Association talked about sand mining.  A great 
range of speakers contributed throughout the 
day with many interesting discussions.   
 

 
Trial of rehabilitation techniques at a Boral sand mine. 

 

Thanks to all the speakers and all the 
participants.  The discussions and interaction 
were highlights of the day, not to forget the 
diversity of Utricularia  at the first site. 

Article by Dave Liddle. 
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TO: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Sender: 

 
 

PO Box 135 

Palmerston NT 0831  

SUBSCRIPTION FORM – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS DUE JULY 1 
 

Please accept my subscription/renewal for membership of the Top End Native Plant Society 
 Ã  New membership   Ã  Renewal 
My details are as follows: 
Name/s (Please print all family member names)…………………………………………………………….  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………Post Code…………..  
Telephone (work)……………………. (home) ……………………. 
Email address ………………………………………………………….. 
Please Note: Newsletters will be available on the member’s page of the website and members will be notified by 
email when each one is uploaded (Acrobat Reader is required to read files).  
 

Ã  If you would like to receive your newsletter by post please tick the box (black & white copies only).  

 
Payment Enclosed $................. ($20.00 per member/family, $15.00 unwaged) 
 

Signature ……………………………………………………………………   Date:  ……/……/…… 


