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January 2013 Newsletter

General Meeting Times

The first TENPS meeting of 2013 is on Thursday January 17h.
General meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the third Thursday of each
month at Marrara Christian College, on the corner of Amy Johnson
Avenue and McMillans Road. The general meeting is follow ed by a
chance to meet with other members and access the TENPS reference
Library over a cuppa. Bring your plants along to swap, sell or have
identified. The guest speaker presentation commences at 8pm. All
are welcome.

Field trips are usually on the weekend following the General
Meeting, details provided in the newsletter or at the meeting.

What 6s in Fl ower ?

Grevillea dryandri sSp daéycarpa ‘bhotgréph db
Sarah Hirst in January 2013 growing on rocksnear
Butterfly Gorge Douglas Rivel the perfecbackdrop

Natives mean more!

www.topendnativeplants.org.au




Upcoming TENPS Speakers

January 17h: Jon Schatz & Fire & Forest
Dynamics on the Tiwi Islands

The Tiwi Islands, located just 80km North of
Darwin, are home to over 2000 traditional

people, a maturing forestry plantation and the

Tiwi Carbon Study. Join Jon Schatz for some
insights on fire & forest dynamics on Tiwi, as

well as some of the significant flora, fauna and
locations that make up what locals consider
their island paradise.

Jon Schatz is a research technician at CSIRO.!His
work supporting fire projects throughout north
Australia takes him to many interesting places, and
for the last few years he has been monitoring; the
savannas oMelville Island, the larger of the twp
land masses that make up the Tiwi Islands.

February 21st: Tony Cox - "Remnant bush in
urban areas and the social and environmental
values of these resources- an important part of
healthy cities."

TENPS Committee Meeting

Committee meetings are held every second
month and members are most welcome to
attend. The next committee meeting will be on
Tuesday 22d January 2013 at Michael Gunner's
Office, 5/36 Parap Shopping Village at 7.30pm.
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Corymbia dunlopiana photographed b$arah Hirstin
January 2013ear Butterfly Gorgat Douglas River
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Colourful  ripening fruit
photographed by Russell Dempster in January 2013 at
Virginia.

of Polyalthia australis

TENPS Field Trips

Sunday January 27 8 Harney Beach,
Mandorah , with the Creswick s.

Patsy and fellow owners call the block Harney
Beach because it was originally settled by Bill
Harney in 1946. Bill Harney was the first ranger
at Uluru and also a Patrol officer with the then
Native Affairs Branch. He was a great story
teller and wrote a number of books which make
interesting reading about those early days. Bill
lived on the block off and on until 1962. The
block is about halfway between One Fella
Creek (nearest Charles Point) and Two Fella
Creek (nearestWagait Beach)

The block borders a large paperbark swamp
with a walking track to access part of it(beware
of crocs!). Another short walk leads to a black
soil plain which ha s lots of water birds and had
hundreds of brolgas during the dry. A short
drive towards One Fella Creek is an area of
cycads, one of which is on the register of
significant trees.

Follow the Cox Peninsula Rd towards Wag:
Beach/Mand@h. At the first (of two) Fjunctions, a left
turn takes you past the dump. A bit further is the -
junction onto Charles Point Rd, turn left. (right goes 1
the jetty). Travel on bitumen until pole 53he road has
numbered power poles on tleastal sideThere is a
fenced bore on the lefteet there at 10athen head in to
the coast as a grougWD is a good idea though nc
essentiaAllow one and half hours from town.

Bring a chair, eats and drinks, insect repellent &c.
toilet is availdle butit is a bit temperamentél

February - Remnant bush around Darwin -
details to be advised.



Sarah® Wet SeasonWalkabout é

For the first time in many years the weather and
circumstances coincided and | found myself
back in my old stomping ground at Douglas
River in the middle of the Wet Season & not that
we have had muchin thevgast 6
couple of decades | have only visited during the
Dry and so this opportunity to check out all
those annual plants was fantastic - many |
recognised from my childhood but never knew
what they were back then.

& ButterflyGorge

Closer to the foothill s a more interesting species
caught my eye. This impressive plant (below
stood taller than | and was thriving in the deep

levee banksof the creek d | think it is aCrotalaria

& Sandy CreekiGorge
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| spent a morning exploring (yellow tracR the
seasonal stream we call @andy Creekd (though
| 6m §$ & @ of dozens in Australiaé ) a
drainage channel with its catchment in the
sandstone hills to the south of Butterfly Gorge.
The lowland area is cattle (and pig) country and
is quite heavily disturbed with significant weed
issues unfortunately . The creek had just started
running for the first time this season and with
the sun shining it was quite special (below.
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The next adventure was a hike up this small
gorge (below and into the sandstone country.
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Many of the plants in this area are common
although the Swamp Bloodwood trees (Corymbia
ptychocarpp are seemingly bigger and the
flowers more brightly coloured here (below) -
they were certainly popular with the birds and
the bees plus a few wasps.




My brother joined me for this one as he had not
yet explored this area (orange track The scenery
was well worth it and some interesting plants
were found like this Hoyaaustralis (below.

The highlight, according to my brother, was a
patch of Grevillea refractggrowing on the edge of
sandstone pavement where it is presumably
protected from fire. | got more excited about th e
tiny pink and blue Spermococéelow growing in
laterite gravel on the sandstone which | have yet
to identify.

Having discovered Grevillea refractdo the south,
we then planned another climb further north on
the southern edge of the Douglas River Butterfly
Gorge (red trach where a similar area of
sandstone pavement occurs. This area is
dissected by a road and had beentravelled many
times by my brother but G. refracta had not been
found there previously .

Once again we climbed a small gully to make the
trek more interesting. Maytenus ferdinandiwas
fruiting  prolifically in this gully  but this
flower ing Trichosanthespecies pelow was a real
highlight for me.

This venture was succes$ul in locating a small
population of Grevillea refractalocated, again
only near the edge of the ridge in fire protected
sites.  Another interesting discovery was an
isolated patch of Acacia humifusabelow tucked
between these large rocks

Of course | now have a press of plants to identify
at the Herbarium; just as well | am on holiday
and have some time to play! | will update the
names of the plants included in this article when
| have them figured out.

This small area on the Douglas River has a bit of
everything; sandstone and limestone, swamps
and gorges, sand sheet and springs, monsoon
forest and woodland. | think | feel a TENPS
field trip coming on when the Dry Season comes
aroundé .

Article and photographby Sarah Hirst



