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January 2014 Newsletter 
 

General Meeting Times 

 

The next TENPS meeting will be held on Thursday January 23rd 
2014.  Meetings are usually held at 7:30 pm on the third Thursday of 
each month at Marrara Christian College, on the corner of Amy 
Johnson Avenue and McMillans Road. The meeting is followed by a 
chance to meet with other members and access the TENPS reference 
Library over a cuppa. Bring your plants along to swap, sell or have 
identified. The guest speaker presentation commences around 8pm. 
All are welcome. 
 
Field trips are usually on the weekend following the Meeting, details 
provided in the newsletter or at the meeting.  
 

What’s in Flower?  
 

 
Utricularia gibba photographed at Douglas River by Sarah 
Hirst  in early January. 
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Upcoming TENPS Speakers  
 

January 23rd: Louise Finch – ANPSA 
Conference and Bunya Mountains tour.  
The 2013 biennial ANPSA's conference was held 
at the Sunshine Coast over a week in August. 
There were several week long pre- and post-
conference tours offered. Louise Finch joined the 
Bunya Mountains tour. Her presentation will 
give TENPS members just a glimpse of the great 
diversity of plant communities in SE 
Queensland.  
 
February 20th: Dr Don Sands – “Conservation 
management plans of threatened Lepidoptera 
in Australia”. 
Dr Sands AO is a renowned conservation biologist 
and entomologist from Brisbane with a long standing 
interest in the Richmond Birdwing butterfly.  He was 
a founding member of the Richmond Birdwing 
Recovery Network in 1987 which may provide the 
model to develop a recovery program for the Atlas 
Moth here.   
 
March 20th: Jenni Low Choy - Groote Island 
research report.  (Jenni was awarded the 2013 TENPS 
scholarship.) 
 
April 17th: TBA 
 
May 15th: Dave Liddle - Howard Sand Sheet 
presentation.  

 

 
 

 

 

NT Field Naturalist Club Events 
 

Monthly Meetings are held at Charles Darwin 

University, in Blue Building 1, Room 1.54 
Business Faculty, usually on the second 
Wednesday of every month (except January), 
starting at 7:45 pm.  
 

February 12th: Ian Morris - “The Legacy of Lake 
Carpentaria” 
 
Field Trips are a great way to explore the best of 
Darwin area's nature spots in the company of 
like-minded people. These are usually held on 
the Sunday following the monthly meeting and 
often related to the topic of this meeting. 
Additional outings are held from time to time, 
and everyone is welcome.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Litsea glutinosa photographed in flower at Douglas 
River in January by Sarah Hirst. 
 

 
TENPS Field Trip 

 

January 25th: Kakadu – led by Ian Morris. 
Meet at Nourlangie Rock main carpark at 9am on 
Sat, giving people time to drive out from Darwin 
before we kick off. We will be concentrating on the 
first part (eastern sector) of the Barrk Nature Trail, 
commencing from the Gunwartewarte Lookout end 
& we will be looking at the various plant 
communities along the route. Due to the predicted 
continuation of the monsoon weather we will remain 
in proximity of the Rock. People then have the option 
to return to Darwin after Saturday’s excursion or 
staying in Kakadu for the rest of the weekend, with a 
walk being planned for late Sunday morning. 
 

Please email expressions of interest to 
topendnativeplantsociety@hotmail.com prior to meeting. 
 

February 5th:  Working bee maintenance at 
Citrus gracilis site. 
Meet at after work (5pm) to weed and check the 
population of Citrus gracilis at Sayer Road.  
Please note the Committee meeting will follow 
immediately afterwards at Kezia Purich’s office 
at Coolalinga.  
 

February Field Trip:  TBA 
 

March Field Trip:  TBA 
An additional field trip is proposed in March to 
Dundee Beach to survey the Atlas Moth site.  
This trip is likely to happen at short notice 
when weather is right (ie monsoonal rain).  
 

April 26th: Darwin River Conservation 
Agreement Blocks – hosted by the Ebsworth’s, 
Spiers’ and Phil Hickey. TBC 
 

mailto:topendnativeplantsociety@hotmail.com
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November Meeting Report – Ian Morris – 
 The Mystery of the Manbinik/Anbinik: 

Allosyncarpia ternata.  
  

 
 
These are probably the largest of all trees in the 
rainforest of northern and north-western 
Australia. Their trunks can grow to over 3 
metres in diameter (DBH). They live an average 
of 480 -500 years.  First described in 1976, it is a 
very significant tree. The leaves are found in 
groups of three, so it is trifoliate; “ternata” 
alludes to this. 
 

 
 
Jeremy Russell-Smith, who did his PhD thesis on 
the ancient occurrence of Allosyncarpia, said that 
pollen studies have shown that the species to be 
much more widespread than its current 
distribution. Allosyncarpia ternata or 
Manbinik/Anbinik is now found in 41% of all 
rainforest of northern and north-western 
Australia (Russell-Smith).  Geographically, 
however, they are limited today to the northern 
& western edges of the Arnhem Escarpment.  
 
Allosyncarpia ternata is endemic to the sandstone 
country of western Arnhem Land and Kakadu 
National Park where it sends its roots deep into 

the sand. Wherever sand accumulates to any 
depth along drainage lines in protected areas, 
Allosyncarpia will grow. They are found up to a 
line and then they stop abruptly. They are also 
found at the foot of the escarpment. Adult tees 
have lots of juvenile trees ranging in ages up to 
five years old under them. 
 
They don’t grow much in exposed areas, but 
establish themselves in sandstone gullies in 
protected areas forming their own sub-canopy 
microclimates. Tall, dense canopies are 
characteristic; they generally grow to the height 
of the surrounding sandstone cliffs, forming 
dark green pockets of forest among the grey & 
orange sandstone (see below) – quite 
distinguishable on Google Earth. 
 

 
 
We don’t know much about the response of 
Allosyncarpia to fire. Research is being 
undertaken in the effects of fire on the species. 
Seedlings seem to be fire sensitive. Many older 
trees on the edges of forests have serious fire 
scars. Hot fires kill mature trees as well as 
seedlings, so controlled wet season burns are 
being undertaken to protect some forests. 
Aboriginal burning regimes appear to favor 
stability in Manbinik populations & serious fire 
damage was not recorded until more recent 
times when traditional patterns were overridden 
by hotter, irregular burns. 
 
A member of the Myrtaceae family, Allosyncarpia 
ternata has beautiful new red growth like 
eucalypts (see below). They have irregular 
flowering events, but when they do flower and 
fruit, about every four or five years, large 
amounts of fruit are produced. The fruits are 
formed in pods that open when ripe enabling the 
seeds (living embryos) to fall to the ground. 
Seedlings do best in shady situations beneath the 
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adult canopy. Full sun appears to knock them 
around. 
 

 
 
Beneath Allosyncarpia canopy, Meladorum 
rupestrum grows.  It is one of the best bush 
tuckers around. Newly-described Trichosanthes 
morrisi, a Curcubit vine, can be found trailing 
over sandstone outliers. 
Dipodium stenochilum orchids, which are root 
parasites, grow right next to their host trees, 
reaching heights of up to 2 metres. 
 
Other notable species that grow in association 
with Allosyncarpia include Curcuma australasica 
with attractive yellow flowers inside prominent 
pink or greenish bracts, Remusatia vivipara, 
which has a very small distribution in the NT, 
Tylophora benthamii, Alyxia ruscifolia and 
Mackinlaya macrosciadia. 
 
Many of the animal species that live in 
Allosyncarpia forests are unique. They include 
the Chesnut-quilled Rock-pigeon, Oenpelli 
Python, Rock Possum, Banded Fruit-dove, 
Rough Knob-tailed Gecko, Black Wallaroo and 
Short-eared Rock Wallaby. 
 
The species has strong cultural significance to 
the region’s Bininj people. The West Arnhem 
Land Fire Abatement program (WALFA) has 
produced posters, which provide information on 
the significance these ancient forests to their 
countrymen. The posters encourage community-
dwelling Bininj people to learn more about the 
physical significance of Allosyncarpia. 
 
Manbinik is being grown in Oenpelli and is also 
being used as street trees around Darwin as well 
as in parks. Highly cyclone resistant, along with 
Maranthes corymbosa, they are much more 
suitable for Darwin than African Mahogany. 

 
Ian also discussed the other, closely related, 
significant, massive trees, Stockwellia from 
Queensland, Eucalyptopsis from New Guinea and 
Alliastrum from New Caledonia. The term 
‘eucalypt’ has been expanded recently to include 
these along with Allosyncarpia and now includes 
seven myrtaceous genera. 
 

 
 
Thanks Ian for sharing your wonderful 
photography with us and for a stimulating, 
informative talk. 

 
Article by Russell Dempster, photos by Ian Morris. 

 
 
 

 
 

TENPS Committee Meeting 
 

Committee meetings are held every second 
month and members are most welcome to 
attend.  The next committee meeting will be on 
Wednesday 30th October 2013 at Michael 
Gunner's office in the Parap shopping village 
7.30 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You! 
 

TENPS would like to thank Kezia Purich MLA 
and staff at the Electorate office at Coolalinga for 
their kind assistance in printing this newsletter. 

 

Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You! 
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Atlas Moth Recovery Network Forum 
 
Dr Don Sands a renowned conservation biologist and entomologist from Brisbane who will share 
his knowledge and experience as a founding member of the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network 
as a possible model for a recovery program for the endangered Atlas Moth in the Top End. Dr 
Michael Braby has organised a series of presentations and field trips with Dr Sands including as 
guest speaker at the TENPS meeting on February 20. A public forum will also be held on Saturday 
22 at the Museum Theatrette at Bullocky Point (see below). This is an opportunity for local 
stakeholders to discuss the way forward for Atlas Moth conservation and will be followed by tours 
of the local Landcare revegetation sites where Atlas Moth host plants are being re-established.  The 
forum activities will wrap up on Sunday 23rd with a field trip to the Atlas Moth site at Dundee 
Beach. Contact TENPS for more information.  
 
 

 

 
Saturnid moth larvae (Syntherata melvilla) a close 
relative of Atlas Moth. Photographed at Casuarina 
Coastal Reserve on November field trip by Dave Liddle. 
 
 

 
Keying rainforest plants during the field trip to 
Casuarina Coastal Reserve in November. Photograph by 
Dave Liddle. 
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Sender: 

 
 

PO Box 135 

Palmerston NT 0831  

SUBSCRIPTION FORM - MEMBERSHIP DUE 1 JULY 2013 
 

Please accept my subscription/renewal for membership of the Top End Native Plant Society 
  Ã  New membership   Ã  Renewal 
My details are as follows: 
Name/s (Please print all family member names)…………………………………………………………….  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………Post Code…………..  
Telephone (work)……………………. (home) ……………………. 
Email address ………………………………………………………….. 
Please Note: Newsletters will be available on the member’s page of the website and members will be notified by 
email when each one is uploaded (Acrobat Reader is required to read files).  
 

If you DO NOT have email and would like to receive your newsletter by post please tick the box. Ã 
 
Payment Enclosed $................. ($20.00 per member/family, $15.00 unwaged) 
 

Signature ……………………………………………………………………   Date:  ……/……/…… 


