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      February 2018 Newsletter  

      

General Meeting Times  
 

The next TENPS meeting is the AGM which will be held on Thursday 
15th of February 2018 commencing at 7:30 pm.  Meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of each month  at Marrara Christ ian College, on the 
corner of Amy Johnson Avenue and McMillans Road. The meeting is 
follow ed by a chance to chat with other members and access the TENPS 
reference Library over a cuppa. Bring your plants along to swap, sell or 
have identified. The guest speaker presentation commences around 
8pm. All are welcome.  Field trips are usually on th e weekend following 
the meeting. Details of upcoming events are provided in the newsletter, 
or check the TENPS website.  
 

Whatõs in flower? 
 

                                   
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Cordia subcordata photographed by Russell Dempster at Litt le Mindil .
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Upcoming TENPS guest speakers  

February 15th: Mark Gardner and Maggi e 
Towers (Bushfires NT) ð òChallenges of 
bushfire management for environ mental 
outcomes in the Top Endó. 

March 15th: Dave Liddle on Wildlife  Friendly 
Gardens in Darwin.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

NT Field Naturalist Club Events  

Meetings are held at 7.45pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month except January at 
Charles Darwin University, in Blue Buildi ng 2 
(see map below) 

 

Field Trips are a great way to explore the best of 
Darwin area's nature spots in the company of 
like-minded  people. These are usually held on 
the Sunday following the monthly meeting and 
often related to the topic of this meeting. 
Addit ional outings are held from time to time, 
and everyone is welcome. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TENPS Committee Meeting  

Committee meetings are held every second 
month and members are most welcome to 
attend. The next committee meeting will be on 
March 7th, 2018 from 7.15pm. Venue: Blain 
Electorate Office, next to Pizza Hut, Oasis 
Shopping Centre, Palmerston. 
 
 

 
TENPS January guest speaker 

Revegetation in Darwin  ð Technique s & 
Challenges with Michael Schmid & Lesley 

Alford  (Veg North)  
 

This talk was well attended and generated 
lots of discussion as Lesley and Michael 
shared their experience with bushland 
revegetation around Darwin . 

They stressed that planning  is the most 
important step. Revegetation projects need a 
long term plan for maintenance  otherwise it 
wonõt work. Veg North was asked to take 
over several other sites where the follow up 
had been inadequate. 

Other options  include seed, if you can 
source appropriate species, or natural 
revegetation. This can be a simple as 
managing weeds and fire and allowing 
nature to take its course. This is the Bradley 
Method; a technique where undesirable 
(weed) species are removed carefully  
leaving native grasses and other desirable 
species and works best where you can work 
out fro m a hub of healthy bushland with 
mature trees to provide a seed source.   

 

 

TENPS Field Trips & other events  

February  Satur day 17th: Berry Springs Nature Park 
walk  led by Zig Madycki and Russell 
Dempster.  Meet at main carpark 9.30am. 

March  Sunday 18th: Visit some of Darwinõs native 
wildlife friendly gardens  and hear about 
the wildlife that uses them.  
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Bird attracting trees are also valuable as 
birds will bring seeds from surrounding 
areas. It is good for small areas and to 
expand existing bushland. It is essential that 
you are able to identify both the plants 
already there and those that start to colonise 
the site so you can remove weeds and 
protect the new seedlings. It is 2 examples 
where this method has been used 
successfully include the Duke St Rainforest 
and City of Darwin land  at Rapid Creek 
(below).  

 

In areas badly degraded or without a 
suitable seed source planting will be 
necessary. It is very important for any 
revegetation project that you secure tenure 
of the land, or at least have a long term (3-5 
year) commitment from  the land holder  or 
manager for revegetation plus ongoing 
maintenance.  

You need to know w hat is happening on the 
neighbouring land , in the runoff catchment 
and upstream. Do the neighboring land 
managers know where the boundaries are? 
Unhelpful if contractors  spray or slash the 
site because they donõt know where the 
boundary  is! Public open space can be 
revegetated successfully if it can be fenced to 
restrict access to campers, vehicles and other 
traffic (bikes, dog walkers etc) and of course 
exclude fire  in the Dry season.  

Conservation zoning is best as this means 
the area will have had a land assessment in 
order to be zoned its value will be 
recognized. Unfortunately this does not 
guarantee protection from illegal clearing 
nor does it mean it will be managed 
effectively.  

There is a market for rehabilitation 
businesses, but it is hard work. Before you 

start decide if you have the resources to take 
on the job.   

Before plant ing you need to get the site as 
clear of weeds as possible.  Do you need 
erosion control, especially if you are 
removing large stands of Gamba grass you 
will be left with bare ground?  The Bradley 
Method suggests you leave some patches of 
weeds to help prevent erosion and reduce 
runoff and work in stages.  

Need to check what services are in the area 
before digging holes. Dial before you dig or 
seek help from contractors who can check 
using underground radar. Consider  tree 
height for proposed species if overhead 
powerlines.  

Decide what you are trying to re -establish 
and this will help work out w hat you should 
plant . Try to match the original habitat or 
community .  Need to do your homework. 
There are remnant vegetation maps for 
Darwin  area showing what was there 25 
years ago that may help.  Seek advice from 
the Herbarium  or other professionals on 
what to plant .  Revegetation should be with 
local native species, not just NT or Top End 
species but plants from Darwin area.  
Diversity of s pecies is good to create habitat. 
Ideally aim for all species but many projects 
use pioneer species that give a quick 
response but as Vidushi told us in her talk 
last year, some revegetation projects still 
donõt resemble original habitat even decades 
later.  

Find out what plants are is available through 
the local nurseries. Take the species list 
along and ask.  It is likely you will need to 
work with multiple suppliers  - TENPS is 
helpful in supplying local native plants . 
Consider collecting seed and growing the 
plants yourself or supply a nursery with  
seed for the species required.  Think about 
time of year, when do the species needed 
produce fruit?  Need to plan far enough 
ahead to source seed and for the nursery to 
grow for your project. Some species have 
poor seasons or only produce viable seed 
occasionally. 
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Lesley and Michael use tube stock about 25-
30cm in forestry tubes or 75 mm pots.  This 
size is small enough that plant is not root 
bound (roots will corkscrew in the pot if 
plants left in small pot for too long) , but not 
so small and vulnerable it will dry out too 
quickly.  

The holes should be bigger than the tube so 
there is room for root growth  and the sides 
of the hole should be rough or square to 
encourage good root growth. Michael dig s 
holes with a Dingo (below) and then knock 
corners in them.  Sometimes they have to fill 
in holes for safety but they are easily dug 
out by hand when needed as already 
loosened. 

 

All plants , except Grevillea and other 
Proteaceae, are fertilised with s low release 
fertiliser such as Monsoon tablets buried at 
the bottom of the hole. If a quick response is 
needed Dynamic Lifter is used. 

Wooden or bamboo stakes are used (below) 
even if the plant doesnõt need support, to 
identify where new plant s are when small so 
they can be located for watering and are not 
damaged by weed management  efforts. 

 
Plants must be watered immediately  after 
planting with a full bucket of water . Water 
once a day for a week, then monitor. If 
relying on rain to water plants , use a rain 
gauge at site (a bucket with a rock in it will 

work - it doesnõt need to be mm accurate). 
Need to have a contingency plan if no rain 
for several days.  Lesley and Michael use a 
1000L pod tank and buckets to hand water 
each plant if necessary. Volunteers are very 
useful for this!  

Mulching can help protect from weeds but a 
fire risk in public areas or in places where 
firework s may be used.  Do not mulch near 
creeks or areas that may flood.  Plant sites 
that may flood early in season to allow time 
for plants to establish before flooding occurs. 

Weed management after planting is critical .  
Various methods of control for different  
weeds: 

¶ Herbicide likely t o be needed for 
grasses; be careful of the new plants if 
spraying . Always  read the label and 
understand the effect of the chemical. Do 
not mix chemicals especially if trying  to 
revegetate naturally spray each chemical 
required separately so can target weed 
species. 

¶ Hand weed vines that smother or use a 
wand.  

¶ Mow slash or brushcut larger areas if the 
new plant are properly marked by 
stakes or clear around them first by 
hand. 

 
Case Study  - Little Mindil Escarpment 

Project commenced for the Casino.  

 
September  2011  

Another company had previously used 
heavy equipment to remove a lot of 
vegetation including native trees.  When Veg 
North took it on the site was very weedy 
with coffee bush, Passiflora, Centro, and 
many other vine weeds. They removed 
about 3 tonne of the weed biomass and had 
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professional abseilers cut stump the coffee 
bush on the escarpment.  

Flat ground at base planted in the first year 
with monsoon forest species using tube 
stock with machine drilling  of holes. This 
area was mulched to delineate the edge for 
landscapers to mow.    

 
September  2012 

The scree slope planted in the second year 
by hand using hardy monsoon species and 
the top planted with a  mix of monsoon and 
woodland  species. 

 
September  2013 

In summary , almost 40 weed species 
controlled , 70 - 80 species were planted with 
1800 plants put in during the first 5 years. By 
three years in (September 2014) a continuo us 
canopy of tall trees had developed.  

 
September  2014 

Six years now diverse range of monsoon 
forest species, almost all planted. The 
diversity used helps with  resilience and 

reduces maintenance in the long term. Vine 
control  was ongoing but the contract has 
now ended. 
 

Article by Sean Bellairs & Sarah Hirst. 
 

For more information on the Bradley method see: 
http://anpsa.org.au/weeds4.html  

 
 

ANPSA  

ANPSA is the acronym for Australian Native Plants 
Society (Australia) Inc., our national body. 

Because the individual member societies are fully 
autonomous, the role of ANPSA is largely limited to 
an advisory one. The main practical roles are to 
support and administer the Study Groups and to 
organize and determine the nominations for the 
Australian Plants Awards. Other roles may include 
supporting member Societies in achieving certain 
objectives, such as in Conservation issues, which are 
becoming of more importance to member societies.  
The recent Biennial meeting voted to discontinue the 
appointment of delegates to the board of ACRA 
(Australian Cultivar Registration Authority). The 
main rationale for this decision was the perceived 
changes in the operation of ACRA, making it less 
useful for members of ANPSA member societies.  

The ANPSA website http://anpsa.org.au is expertly 
managed by Brian Walters. To quote the Webmasterõs 
report for the Biennial meeting, the main activity in 
2017 has been setting up newsletter archives for 
existing and closed Study Groups with the aim of 
making the work of the Groups more generally 
accessible. The website is a fantastic resource and we 
need to express our appreciation for the work Brian is 
doing.  
Most Study Groups now have their newsletters 
available to read on the ANPSA website. 

The Biennial meeting, associated with the biennial 
ANPSA conference, is the main forum in which 
delegates from the member societies can meet face to 
face to discuss issues and vote on motions. These 
provide very valuable opportunities to get to know 
representatives from other parts of Australia and to 
identify common issues as well as to understand 
differences in our large continent with different 
climates and plants.  

Other meetings throughout the two-year interim 
period are conducted by teleconference. Each member 
society has two delegates to represent them at the 
Biennial meeting. The delegate from your Society will 
take issues raised at state level to the national body. If 
your group has concerns with a national or state 
focus, then your Society will send these concerns with 

http://anpsa.org.au/weeds4.html
http://anpsa.org.au/
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the delegate to a national (ANPSA) meeting. 
Delegates will then report back to the member society. 

The executive members are elected at the Biennial 
meeting (normally from the conference host-Society) 
for the following two years. 

The new executive members elected in Hobart at the 
2018 conference are: 
President: Riitta Boevink APST  
Vice President: Ben Walcott ANPS Canberra 
Vice President:  Margaret Matthews WSWA  
Secretary: Mary Slattery APST 
Treasurer: Rosemary Verbeeten APST 
Study Group Leader: Jane Fountain QLD. 

Riitta Boevink, President 
(anpsa2018@gmail.com ) 

 

 

 
Hibiscus tiliaceus photographed by Russell Dempster at 
Little Mindil .  

 
January Field Trip Report  - Little Mindil . 

Our field trip in January was to the 
escarpment at Little Mindil to look at the 
regeneration work that Michael and Lesl ey 
had been responsible for over a six year 
period. Lesley and Michael led the walk on a 
cool wet season morning with 11 of us in 
attendance (below). We met at the carpark at 9 
am on the Saturday morning of the 20th of 
the month.  

 

The results of the project are quite 
remarkable showing a very successful 

campaign of weed removal, mulching and 
replanting of local native appropriate 
species. The delineation of the edge of the 
regenerated forest is marked, with mown 
lawn borders forming smooth curved lines 
on the boundary of the monsoon forest near 
the base of the cliffs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Escarpment waterfall inside the forest, photo by Robyn 
Liddle.  

The monsoon forest escarpment was quite 
dense in places. We ventured into the shade 
on a few occasions to appreciate the view 
from the inside and to have a look at some of 
the larger trees as well as some of the 
understory plants and seedlings that had 
germinated.  

Antiaris toxicarya seedlings were prolific at 
the base of a remnant adult . Ficus virens 
(Banyan), Maranthes corymbosa and Alstonia 
actinophylla (Milkwood) were also present as 
large trees. 

 

mailto:anpsa2018@gmail.com

