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MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS 

 
We meet on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm. Following the 
TENPS general meeting, the speaker will commence at 8pm. Tea & 
coffee is available during the meeting.  The venue for the meeting is 
Marrara Christian College, on the corner of Amy Johnson Avenue and 
McMillans Road. All are welcome. Bring plants to swap, sell or have 
identified. Field trips are usually conducted on the weekend following 
the General Meeting, with details provided either in the newsletter or at 
the meeting. 
 
 

NEXT MEETING - JANUARY 15th 
 
Simon Ward, a scientist with the Biodiversity Unit of NRETAS has 
agreed to talk on “Sites of Conservation Significance in the Northern 
Territory” at the January meeting. 
 
Extensive natural landscapes characterize the Northern Territory.  All 
parts of the landscape contribute to the Territory’s outstanding 
conservation value but some components are particularly special, 
because they support species not found anywhere else, provide key 
habitat for threatened species, and/or support unusually large numbers 
of animals (e.g. nesting colonies of waterbirds).  
 
In the Natural Heritage Trust project ‘Recognizing Sites of Conservation 
Significance in the Northern Territory’ the NT Department of Natural 
Resources, Environment, the Arts and Sport (NRETAS) describes 67 of 
these particularly important sites, in relation to specific criteria. These 
sites are defined based on information held by NRETAS and a 4-week 
consultation period (held from 24 November to 19 December 2008) to 
get other information from stakeholders and the general public on these 
sites, and to get feedback on their assessment.   
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The project highlights where high conservation 
values are located in the Northern Territory, 
which will enable a strategic approach to off-
reserve conservation in the future.  In 
partnership with landholders, there are potential 
opportunities to trial off-reserve conservation 
initiatives.  This collaborative approach will build 
the capacity of local groups and landholders to 
manage and conserve sites of conservation 
significance.   

 
 
 

WEEDING BEE 
 

On Saturday the 17th of January we will be weeding at the Sawyer Rd 
site, which is home to a population of Citrus gracilis (Kakadu Lime). The 
weeding will start at 9am, please contact Felicity Middleton on 8988 
1840 for further information. 
 
 

COMMITTEE 
 
The next committee meeting will be held on the Tuesday of the 20th of 
January at the electorate office at Howard Springs Shopping Centre. 
Members are very welcome to attend committee meetings if they wish 
so to do. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
We are seeking photographs of flowers, plants, and vegetation for the 
“What’s in Flower” section of the newsletter. Also welcome are any 
news stories, articles, announcements, jokes or anything else that you 
think would be of interest to TENPS members. Please send 
contributions to the Publications Officer at   c.gellert@hotmail.com 
 

Groote Eylandt: a site with significant conservation value  
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FIELD NATURALISTS DIARY 

 
The Field Naturalists meeting is held on the second Wednesday of each 
month (except for January) at 7:45 PM. The venue is building Blue 1.03 
(Business building) at Charles Darwin University. Anyone is welcome to 
attend. 
 
They are so ridiculously well organized that they have all of the 
speakers for their 2009 meetings confirmed up until November, as 
follows: 
 

Date Speaker Topic 

February 11 Tida Nou Christmas Island 

March 1 Robyn Delaney Wildlife on the Galapagos 
Islands 

April 8 Brian Thistleton Dragonflies 

May 13 Paul Horner Lizards of the Top End 

June 10 Iain Field Shark research in the Top 
End 

July 8 Bob Wasson Sedimentary landscapes 

August 12 Gay Crowley Getting excited about 
tropical grasses 

September 9 Jarrad Holmes The western Arnhem Land 
fire project 

October 14 Arturo Izurieta Galapagos - The Enchanted 
Islands: management 
issues, successes and 
challenges to preserve them 
for future generations. 

November 11 Clive McMahon Buffalo management 
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