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MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS 

 
We meet on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm. Follow ing the 
TENPS general meeting, the speaker w ill commence at 8pm. Tea & 
coffee is available during the meeting.  The venue for the meeting is 
Marrara Christian College, on the corner of Amy Johnson Avenue and 
McMillans Road. All are w elcome. Bring plants to sw ap, sell or have 
identif ied. Field trips are usually conducted on the w eekend follow ing 
the General Meeting, w ith details provided either in the newsletter or at 
the meeting. 
 
 

NEXT MEETING - FEBRUARY 19th 
 
John Woinarski w ill speak on Threatened Species of the Northern 
Territory. John w as one of the main contributors to the recent 
publication “Lost From Our Landscape. Threatened Species of the 
Northern Territory” (2007, edited by John Woinarski, Chris Pavey, 
Raelee Kerrigan, Ian Cow ie and Simon Ward) w hich we have acquired 
for our TENPS library. 
 
The book gives details of 203 taxa, 
with 72 of these being plants. As the 
introduction states: “We w ant 
Territorians and visitors to learn about 
these species and the problems that 
they face, to help in efforts to maintain 
and foster these species, and to share 
information about them. We also w ant 
future generations to have the 
opportunity to see them.”  
 
Don’t miss this !!! 
 

President : 
Russell Dempster 8983 2131 

Vice President :  
position vacant  

Secretary :  
Felicity Middleton 8988 1840 
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Ray Hempel  
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NEXT FIELD TRIP - SATURDAY FEBRUARY 21st 
 
The February f ield trip w ill be to Liz How ells’ block at 1025 Leonino Rd, Darw in River at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday February 21. The block has low land, seasonally inundated areas, a signif icant creek, as 
well as higher  sections. We w ill explore the riparian vegetation along the creek, including ferns, the 
wetlands in the low er sections and some of the vegetation in the higher, dryer areas. Bring along 
some footw ear that you don’t mind getting w et. Liz has promised to put on a cuppa at her house at 
the end of the walk, at 1130 Leonino Rd. To get to 1025 Leonino Rd, Drive past the Berry Springs 
shop on Cox Peninsula Rd, turn left into Hopew ell Rd and follow  this for about 10 or 11 km. Turn 
left into Leonino Rd at the end of the bitumen, and after 2.5 km, 1025 is on the right. The number is 
written in yellow  on the gate. 
 
 

COMING UP IN MARCH 
 
March Meeting - Threatened Boronia  species  
At the March general meeting (Thursday the 19th) Dave Liddle w ill be talking about “Management of 
Boronia quadrilata and Boronia viridiflora, tw o threatened species from w estern Arnhem Land”. 
TENPS have been involved in the implementation of a National Recovery Plan for these threatened 
species in collaboration w ith the Northern Territory Government, Northern Land Council and 
Tradit ional Ow ners. Major foci of the w ork have been to investigate propagation techniques, record 
distribution and abundance, and establish long-term monitoring plots to reveal the population 
response to contemporary land management practices. The f ire regime is a signif icant management 
issue for B. quadrilata and it is hoped that a f ire regime that promotes the target species w ill also 
benefit many associated taxa in this most amazing sandstone landscape. The area is a jew el in the 
crown of Northern Territory vegetation and contains 172 plant species endemic to the sandstone 
plateau of w estern Arnhem Land (w hich represents 30% of the 567 vascular plant species endemic 
to the Northern Territory). Within the Boronia monitoring plots a total of 133 plant species w ere 
encountered of w hich 54 (a staggering 41%) w ere endemic to the Northern Territory.  
 
March Field Trip - Charles Darw in National Park 
On Sunday the 22nd of March Dave Liddle w ill lead a trip to continue monitoring populations of the 
cryptic ground orchid Nervilia peltata. TENPS have been recording information for this “Data 
Deficient” species over the past few years in an attempt to document its life history and population 
dynamics. A series of plots have been established in areas subject to various f ire histories in an 
attempt to reveal the population response to f ire regime. Meet at the car park adjacent to the picnic 
ground at 9 am. The monitoring w ill run until lunch time. Sturdy footw ear is required and long 
trousers and long-sleeved shirt recommended as the Park supports a thriving population of very 
friendly insects. Please advise Dave of you intention to attend on 8945 6809 just in case there is a 
last minute change of plans due to the w eather. 
 
Special Event - Kakadu in the Wet 
A special day or w eekend trip to Kakadu is planned for March 28th, to be led by Ian Morris. Ian w as 
a ranger in Kakadu National Park for over 20 years from 1978. He instigated and ran the Ranger  
Training Program, a w orld f irst, training indigenous rangers for the park. With his know ledge of the 
land and its languages, Ian has been described as a living encyclopedia of natural history. He now 
lectures and leads ecotourism groups into Kakadu and many other parts of our wonderful country. 
We w ill meet at the Burdulba car park, behind Nourlangie rock to w alk to the Koongarra Saddle. 
Our quest w ill be to f ind a population of Remusatia vivipara, w hich is a f leshly aroid w ith striking 
heart-shaped leaves, and is deciduous in the dry season. We w ill also enjoy the other spectacles of 
the area late in the w et, including possible sit ings of Leichhardt’s Grasshopper.  
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COMMITTEE M EETING 
 
The next committee meeting w ill be held on February 24th. Meetings are held on the Tuesday 
follow ing the general meeting at the electorate off ice at How ard Springs Shopping Centre. Members 
are very welcome to attend committee meetings if  they w ish so to do. 
 
Currently the committee is: 
·  Auditing the Library – if  you have any TENPS books, please return them now . 
·  Planning speakers and f ield excursions. 
·  Organising TENPS plant sales at 2 upcoming open gardens. 

 
 

FIELD NATURALISTS DIARY 
 
The Field Naturalists meeting is held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:45 PM. The 
venue is building Blue 1.03 (Business building) at Charles Darw in University. Anyone is w elcome to 
attend. At the March meeting, on Wednesday the 11th, Robyn Delaney w ill be speaking on Wildlife 
of the Galapagos Islands. 
 
 

REPORT FROM THE JANUARY MEETING 
 
At the TENPS meeting on the 15th January, Simon Ward spoke about the w ork being done by the 
Biodiversity Conservation Unit to identify sites of conservation signif icance in the Northern Territory.  
Simon’s talk w as very detailed and the follow ing account covers only some of the aspects he 
discussed. 
 
The aims of the w ork w ere to build on w ork done in the management plan developed by Parks and 
Conservation in 2005, highlight important sites for terrestrial biodiversity in the Territory, summarise 
key w ildlife data relative to specif ic criteria, make information on sites available, priorit ise sites for 
future off-park conservation and increase public know ledge and appreciation of the Territory’s 
outstanding biodiversity resources. 
 
Five major values w ere applied: threatened species, w ildlife aggregations, endemic species, 
wetland values and f lora values. Sites were also defined on the basis of several criteria particularly 
including management requirements. Management issues were identif ied (e.g. f ire, feral animals, 
weeds) and community consultation w as undertaken. Pioritisation of sites was based on perceived 
conservation signif icance, threat (including tenure) and w illingness to join in cooperative 
management.  
 
An interesting f inding w as that National parks do not necessarily fall into the highest conservation 
bracket. Off-park conservation is seen as the way forward together w ith the need to raise public 
aw areness as to why these sites are considered to be important. 
 
Site information papers have been produced to cover each site of National or International 
signif icance (see map on next page). Information on each site covers the f ive major  values and the 
identif ied management issues. The papers are accompanied by a satellite image to show  the 
boundaries and a map indicating location of rainforest patches, species of signif icance etc., and w ill 
be made available to the public online.  
 
The Northern Territory jurisdiction is alone in Australia in undertaking this level of assessment, 
which has been based solely on information already available. Our thanks go to Simon for a very 
detailed and informative talk on this complex area. 
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WEEDING AT SAYER RD 
 
On Saturday the 17th of January a group of TENPS members had a w orking bee at the Sayer Rd 
site, w here we care for a population of Citrus gracilis (Kakadu Lime). This species was only 
discovered in 1998. It is a straggling tree w ith small, slender leaves and corky bark. We pulled out 
weeds around the C. gracilis, and also surveyed for survival of individual plants w hich had been 
tagged previously.  
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MOUNT BUNDY FIELD TRIP 
 
A few intrepid plant lovers gathered at the boxing crocodile on the morning of the 22nd of 
November to head off to Mount Bundy for the November f ield trip. Russell had been on the July 
Field Naturalist trip to Mount Bundy led by Ian Cow ie from the NT Herbarium to f ind Schoutenia 
ovata, a species w ith a very restricted distribution. He w anted to return to the area to show  some 
TENPS folk these rare plants, and to see the differences in the vegetation in the build up compared 
to the dry season. 
 
At the f irst rock outcrop, Flueggea virosa were f low ering 
profusely. Some w ere also fruiting. A beautiful, 
iridescent, pale green insect w as paying close attention 
to the f low ers. Curcuma australasica were emerging at 
the base of some boulders after their dry season 
hibernation. Drynaria quercifolia (Basket Fern) w as also 
f lush w ith new  growth. A Ficus platypoda (Rock Fig) w as 
fruiting prolif ically above the boulders w ith some ripe 
fruit, w hich w ere tried by the party. They w ere found to 
be quite delicious.  
 
Some Grevillea pyramidalis trees grow in open w oodland 
at Mount Bundy. These small trees have needle-like 
leaves. In July there w ere fruit on the trees, but there 
was none seen this time. The fruit has a caustic resin on 
it. The Mount Bundy population is the most northerly 
distribution of this species. There are larger populations 
in the Victoria River District.  
 
The red f low ers of Leea rubra stood out from a distance 
against the vibrant green leaves of the metre high 
shrubs. Grass Yellow Butterf lies were attending to these 
f low ers, so caused quite a delay to the w alk as the quest 
for a great photograph ensued. In contrast, the Leea 
were leafless in July. 
 
Near the edge of the monsoon vine thicket in open 
woodland, a Ficus virens (Banyan) was entw ined around 
an Erythrophleum chlorostachys (Ironw ood). The Banyan 
appeared to have germinated about 4 metres up in the 
Ironw ood, and its aerial roots had eventually reached the 
ground as the Banyan grew . 
 
A mature Pittosporum ferrugineum was fruiting on the 
edge of the monsoon vine thicket at the foot of the hills. 
The striking orange fruit open to reveal small sticky red 
seeds when they ripen. The Pittosporum, a small tree, 
had been f low ering in July. The f low ers are small, 
fragrant and yellow ish, attracting many species of 
butterf lies. There are rusty coloured hairs on the 
underside of the leaves. Close by, a taller Diospyros 
humilis w as fruiting. These trees are also more 
commonly found in the monsoon vine patches in the 
Victoria River District. This species of Diospyros has 
attractive small leaves and yellow  fruit. 

 
Ficus platypoda 

 
Leea Rubra 

 
Pittosporum ferrugineum 
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Climbing up the gully in the vine thicket w as a diff icult 
task w ith the new  growth and the huge boulders. There 
were lots of Basket Ferns on the boulders. Eventually 
we came to the Schoutenia ovata, a species on Mount 
Bundy, w hich appear to be shrubs. The plants have 
rusty new grow th, w ith hairs underneath the leaves. 
The leaves are irregularly lobed w hen juvenile w ith a 
long drip tip, losing the lobes w hen the plants are 
mature. There are also orange-brow n veins on the 
under side of the leaves. According to ‘Lost From Our  
Landscape’ S. ovata can be a shrub or tree up to 10 m 
high. It’s conservation status is Vulnerable, based on 
its restricted and fragmented distribution and on the 
small estimated population size of less than 1000 
individuals. The species has been collected from 
monsoon forests growing on granite (Mt Bundy) and 
limestone outcrops. 

 
On the forest f loor Nervilia plicata w as f low ering. The pink f low ers of this orchid w ere on a stem 
about 20 cm high. No leaves w ere evident. This species is dormant in the dry season, so nothing 
had been seen of it on the July Field Naturalist excursion. The rambling shrub Rhodamnia australis 
(Myrtaceae) w as also f lowering. There w ere small clusters of small w hite f low ers appearing from 
the leaf axils. 
 
Many other interesting species w ere observed, too many to list and describe here. 
 
 

BOTANY AND THE GOYDER EXPEDITION 
 
In 1868 the South Australian government appointed the Surveyor General, George W Goyder, to 
survey land in the Northern Territory. Goyder left late that year on board the Moonta and arrived in 
the Territory on 5 February 1869. Goyder had a team of 150 men, including a doctor and a botanist. 
The Adelaide-based German botanist, Frederic Schultze, w as an assiduous collector and sent 
thousands of natural history specimens back to Adelaide, though few  of these specimens have 
survived until the present. Schultze w as helped w ith his work by his son Alfred, and by William 
Hoare the doctor’s assistant. Hoare kept a diary of the expedition, including pressed f low ers and 
sketches of natural history items. The survey work was diff icult, requiring traveling huge distances 
on horseback in harsh condit ions, and enduring sickness, rough w eather and sometimes unfriendly 
locals. How ever Schultz himself only made short trips to surrounding areas as he could not ride a 
horse and w as an elderly gentleman. In one recorded incident Schultze’s life w as saved by local 
Aboriginal man named Bellamack, w ho stood betw een the botanist and a group of his tribe who 
were threatening Schultze w ith spears. By the end of the expedition in August, Goyder and his men 
had surveyed 660,000 acres of land. They also recommended Darw in as the site for the capital and 
selected land suitable for grow ing tropical produce. 
 
 

BREAKING NEWS - NO TROPICAL GARDEN SPECTACULAR IN 2 009 
 
The Nursery & Garden Industry NT and the Tropical Garden Spectacular Committee has decided in 
consultation w ith exhibitors, visitors and members of the gardening industry that the Tropical 
Garden Spectacular should be held in the dry season rather than the w et. They believe that this w ill 
lead to increased visitation and trade. Because of the short lead-time to the 2009 dry season, the 
next event w ill be deferred until June 2010.  

 
Schoutenia ovata 
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WHAT’S IN FLOWER 
 
Peter and Jenny Greenall sent in this photo of 
a few  of the f low ers on their land at Dundee. 
They say that one is a Tacca sp., and the 
others are unknow n, possibly w eeds. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
We are seeking photographs of f low ers, 
plants, and vegetation for the “What’s in 
Flow er” section of the newsletter. Also 
welcome are any news stories, articles, 
announcements, jokes or anything else that 
you think w ould be of interest to TENPS 
members. Please send contributions to the 
Publications Officer at  c.gellert@hotmail.com 
 
 

UPCOMING OPEN GARDENS 
 
Lesley Alford’s native garden w ill be open as part of the Open Garden Scheme on the 4th to 5th of 
April. Also Dale Dixon’s garden w ill be open as a part of the Scheme in June. Both gardeners have 
kindly invited TENPS to sell plants during these events. Any propagators or cultivators who are 
interested in selling plants please contact Russell on 8983 2131. We w ill look for volunteers to man 
the stalls closer to the events, and w ill encourage members to visit the gardens to check out the 
fascinating native plants contained therein. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE M EMBERS NEEDED 
 
Several important committee positions 
remain unfilled since the AGM. These are 
Vice President, Treasurer, and Publicity 
Off icer. Having people in these positions 
is vital if  w e are to keep the club running, 
so please consider volunteering your time 
and abilities. For further information about 
the positions, or to register your interest 
please speak to Russell Dempster on 
8983 2131. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Uncle TENPS Wants You! 
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