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Committee Report 2008/9 
 
 
November 26, 2009  
 

At the 2008 AGM, the following people were elected onto the committee: 
 
 President  Russell Dempster  
 Secretary  Felicity Middleton   
 Publications  Cherie Gellert 
 Librarian  Ray Hempel   
 Committee members Alex Bakunowicz 
    Lorraine Forgie 
 
During the year Brigid Oulsnam took on the position of Publicity. Dave Liddle was our Public 
Officer. The positions of Vice-President and Treasurer were not filled. Marj King acted as a book-
keeper for the society for the year and we are most grateful to her for undertaking this role. Thank 
you Marj.  
 
Meetings on the third Thursday of each month (except December) have varied in their content, 
often with visiting guest speakers, but they have been generally well attended with between 5 and 
25 people present. Field trips generally have fewer people involved compared to the monthly 
meetings, although the March Kakadu National Park field trip to the Koongarra Saddle area was 
our most well attended field trip ever. This gave the opportunity to see the aroid Remusatua 
viviparia in its natural habitat, and it was spectacular (both the plant and the habitat). TENPS 
continues to be involved in monitoring, education and conservation of some key species, including 
Nervilia peltata, Microcitrus gracilis, and Ptychosperma macarthurii. 
 
In the last TENPS financial year (between October 1, 2008 and September 30, 2009), 56 
memberships were paid. There was a net profit of $613.65. Financially the society is in a very 
healthy position, primarily because of the plant sales during the year and the lack of expenditure 
(see financial report). Having a treasurer in 2009/2010 is imperative for the running of our society 
however. 
 
Promotion of native plants has taken place at community events such as World Environment Day, 
various Open Garden Scheme weekends, the celebrations of the opening of the Casuarina Public 
Library refurbishments and through plant sales, including at some of the aforementioned events. 
There was no Tropical Garden Spectacular this year. It has been heartening to see the 
involvement of members in these activities, and the number of people involved in the propagation 
of native plants. The number of plants and the range of species on sale have been impressive.  
 
An important project was launched, the new website for our society, created by Darwin Web 
Design. It is exciting to see this new development, and we would appreciate someone with some 
time and expertise offering to be involved in the maintenance and updating of information.  
Thanks to Dave Liddle for his work on it this year. 
 
Thanks to all members who have contributed to the life of TENPS this year. Thanks to the 
committee for all their contributions also, especially at the committee level. It has been difficult to 
function effectively without all of the committee positions being filled, and we urge members to 
stand for committee positions so that the society can continue to operate. 
 
For those who have served, but who are not continuing on the committee next year, thanks for all 
your work, and please continue to be actively involved where and when possible. 
 

 
Russell Dempster   Felicity Middleton 
President    Secretary 
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